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It	is	not	possible	for	an	author	to	comment	on	every	mistake,	misunderstanding,	and	misreprenstation	in	these	``reviews.''	Instead,	here	are	a	few	responses	to	comments	that	I	happen	to	disagree	with	or	find	potentially	misleading:	The	book	is	too	big.	I	agree,	but	some	book	must	cover	essentially	all	of	C++,	and	this	is	that	book.	If	you	can	make	do
with	less,	please	do,	but	I	feel	obliged	to	aim	for	completeness.	This	book	is	close	to	complete	from	a	programmer's	point	of	view.	Language	laywers	need	the	standard,	but	this	book	is	a	good	place	to	start	even	for	those.	Like	the	standard,	this	book	covers	the	C++	language	and	the	ISO	C++	standard	library.	C++	is	a	lousy	language	so	don't	read
this	book.	C++	may	not	be	your	favorite	language,	but	that	does	not	make	this	book	bad.	It	may	be	(and	in	my	opinion	most	likely	is)	a	good	book	about	a	language	you	happen	to	dislike.	I	do	not	believe	in	trying	to	hide	blemishes.	I	probably	know	more	of	the	problems	with	C++	than	just	about	anyone,	and	I	also	know	how	to	compensate	for	them.	If
you	are	a	serious	C++	programmer,	this	book	contains	much	of	interest.	If	you	are	not	a	C++	programmer	and	don't	aim	to	become	one,	why	comment	on	this	book?	There	is	no	table	of	contents.	Yes	there	is,	it	is	on	the	web	to	save	a	few	trees.	Apart	from	that,	the	table	of	contents	in	the	print	version	covers	the	first	level	of	contents	and	each	chapter
starts	with	a	chapter	table	of	contents	that	covers	the	next	level.	I	personally	prefer	that	to	a	huge,	detailed	table	of	contents.	There	are	no	exercises.	Yes	there	is,	they	are	on	the	web	to	save	a	few	trees.	All	you	need	is	C	(or	Python	or	Java	or	Haskell	or	...).	Maybe	for	what	you	do	right	now,	that	is	true.	If	so,	don't	read	this	book.	However,	I	happen	to
believe	that	you	cannot	be	a	professional	in	the	technical	side	of	the	computing	business	knowing	just	one	programming	language	(even	if	that	language	is	C++).	This	book	is	not	a	polemic,	but	if	you	are	interested,	you	can	find	discussions	of	the	design	criteria	for	C++,	the	evolution	of	C++,	and	the	areas	of	use	of	C++	in	the	Notes	to	the	Reader
chapter.	C/C++	compatibility	has	its	own	chapter.	This	is	just	a	bunch	of	quotes	from	the	C++	ISO	Standard.	If	you	say	that,	you	have	either	not	read	the	standard,	not	read	the	book,	or	neither.	The	standard	focuses	on	requirements	for	implementers	and	is	written	in	a	highly	specialized	style.	This	book	concentrates	on	what	facilities	are	offered	to
programmers	and	how	they	can	be	used	in	programs.	These	are	radically	different	points	of	view,	but	obviously,	there	is	an	overlap.	I	even	try	to	make	that	overlap	obvious	by	references	to	the	standard.	Also,	when	the	wording	is	similar,	I	might	be	paraphrasing	the	standard,	but	at	least	as	often	the	standard	is	a	more	precise	statement	of	my	original
text.	This	is	not	a	good	book	for	beginers.	You	are	right!	This	book	is	written	assuming	that	the	reader	is	a	programmer.	It	says	so	prominently	and	explicitly	(at	least	five	times).	For	beginners,	I	recommend	Programming	--	Principles	and	Practice	Using	C++.	That	book	is	also	useful	for	people	who	have	programmed	a	bit	and	want	to	improve	their
style	and	technique	-	or	simply	to	learn	modern	C++.	It	is	designed	for	classroom	use,	but	written	with	an	eye	on	self	study.	This	book	is	badly	organized.	Maybe,	and	maybe	it	is	just	not	organized	the	way	your	previous	book	was	organized.	For	example,	it	does	not	present	topics	in	a	strictly-bottom-up	fashion	(you	don't	use	a	language	that	way).	It
does	not	present	the	language	in	a	familiar-topics-first	fashion	(topics	are	presented	where	they	logically	belong	independently	of	year	of	introduction	into	C++).	It	does	not	present	topics	in	an	easiest-to-understand-fist	fashion.	It	assumes	some	maturity	of	the	reader.	It	is	not	a	pure	tutorial.	If	that's	what	you	need,	start	with	Programming	--
Principles	and	Practice	Using	C++.	It	is	not	a	pure	manual.	Of	course,	but	even	a	good	programmer	is	unlikely	to	learn	the	major	programmming	techniques	from	just	a	manual.	If	you	really	want	``just	a	manual''	try	the	ISO	C++	Standard	--	few	people	will	find	that	enlightening	as	an	introduction	to	C++	or	as	an	introduction	to	C++11.	It	is	not	free
of	opinion.	It	explicitly	reflects	my	view	of	how	C++	can	be	used	well.	Read	The	preface	before	complaining.	The	book	is	up	front	about	what	it	is	and	what	it	is	not.	Maybe	it	is	simply	not	the	book	you	are	looking	for.	It's	full	of	bugs	It	is	a	thick	book,	dense	with	information,	addressing	nontrivial	topics.	So,	there	are	bugs.	Few	affects	understanding,
and	they	will	all	be	fixed	and	the	ones	I	think	might	impede	understanding	will	be	documented.	If	you	can't	accept	any	bugs,	stick	to	thinner	books	avoiding	advanced	topics,	and	don't	push	the	boat	out	to	demonstrate	novel	programming	styles	taking	advantage	of	C++11	features.	There	are	two	forms	of	``bugs'':	Genuine	errors,	such	as	missing	a
semicolon	after	an	expression	to	make	it	into	a	statement	or	a	misspelled	identifier.	These,	I	feel	bad	about	and	fix	ASAP.	``Errors''	causing	compiler	error	messages	because	of	compiler	bugs	or	(more	frequently)	because	the	compiler	isn't	yet	C++11	complient.	These	are	inevitable	because	of	my	policy	of	using	C++11	as	it	was	meant	to	be	used,
rather	than	conservatively	using	only	features	widely	supported.	An	example	is	my	near-universal	use	of	{}-lists	for	initialization.	Such	``bugs''	is	the	price	we	pay	for	a	book	aimed	at	the	future	rather	than	the	past.	I	have	no	plans	to	modify	the	book	to	support	pre-standard	compilers.	Assuming	you	are	a	professional	programmer,	you	already	know
how	to	adjust	your	code	to	achieve	that.	An	added	reason	for	using	``advanced	features''	is	to	put	a	gentle	pressue	on	implementers	(and	especially	on	their	managers).	The	support	is	lousy!	You	bought	a	1300+	page	(480K+	word)	book	for	$40	or	$60,	not	a	subscription	service.	How	much	support	do	you	expect?	I'm	an	individual	who	does	my	level
best	to	update	information	related	to	my	books	in	my	copious	spare	time.	You	can	easily	pay	three	times	as	much	for	a	third	of	the	information	found	in	TC++PL4.	If	you	have	chosen	to	pay	that,	maybe	you'll	have	a	complaint	to	make	to	the	organization	that	sold	you	the	service.	I	don't	like	the	paper,	type	face,	or	binding,	so	this	is	a	bad	book.	No,	if
you	are	right,	it	is	more	likely	to	be	a	good	book	in	a	form	you	do	not	like.	It	is	not	possible	to	please	everybody	with	a	single	format	(paper	or	electronic).	Something	more	solid	would	add	to	weight	and	price,	and	some	would	not	like	that,	so	tradeoffs	become	necessary.	However,	I	do	think	that	the	softcover	is	a	rather	pleasent	one,	offered	at	a
remarkably	low	price	for	its	size,	quality	of	binding,	amount	of	information,	and	quality	of	contents.	Furthermore,	Addison-Wesley	is	listening:	Your	grammar	is	wrong!	Sometimes,	you	are	right	about	that.	English	is	not	my	native	language.	However,	there	is	no	one	universally	agreed	standard	for	English	grammar.	I	have	followed	the	advice	of	my
(native	English	speakers)	copy	editior	and	proof	reader,	who	(as	far	as	I	can	tell)	follow	The	Chicago	Manual	of	Style.	This	may	not	be	your	favorite	style	(in	cases,	it	is	not	my	favorite	either),	but	it	gives	a	high	degree	of	consistency.	Constructive	comments	and	reports	of	errors	are	always	welcome.	home	|	C++	|	FAQ	|	technical	FAQ	|	publications	|
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